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Humpbacks are a large baleen
whale found throughout all of the
world’s oceans. They reach an
average adult length of 12m (40ft)
and may weigh up to 40,000 kg.

In the North Pacific, the population
has made an impressive comeback
in the past 50 years. Humpback
whales were heavily targeted by
commercial whaling in the North
Pacific until 1967; by the end of this
harvest, there may have been as
few as 1,400 humpbacks left in this
population. Following commercial
whaling, estimates of humpback
whales in the North Pacific grew
to reach peak population levels in
2013 at 35,549 individuals. From
2014-2016, a marine heat wave

in the pacific likely resulted in a
20% decline in humpback whales
(~7,000 whales). Since then, the
North Pacific humpback whale
population abundance has predicted
to be steadily increasing by ~4%
(Cheeseman et al., 2023, 2024).

The North Pacific population of
humpback whales makes long-
distance migrations. They range

from winter breeding grounds in
southern latitudes (Hawaii, Mexico,
and southern Asia) to northern
feeding areas (from California to
Alaska and Russia) where they
spend the summer months.

The waters humpbacks frequent
in the summer months are rich
in prey including krill and small
schooling fish such as herring,
capelin, sandlance, and pilchard.

Of all the baleen whales, humpbacks
are most likely to engage in high
energy surface behaviours such

as breaching and slapping their tail
flukes and pectoral fins. There is
no definitive explanation for these
behaviours; they likely have various
meanings depending on the context.

In many parts of their range,
humpbacks are greatly impacted
by human activity. Entanglement,
ship strikes, noise disturbance, and
overfishing of prey impact these
whales. Currently, humpbacks
whales in British Columbia are
listed as “Special Concern” under
the Species at Risk Act.

Right: Two humpbacks bubble-net feeding. Photo taken under MML-18

using a telephoto lens and cropped.




Humpback whales are known as

a rorqual whale, which means they

have long pleats from their lower
jaw to their abdomen that allows
the throat to expand, engulfing
huge amounts of food-filled water
while feeding. Humpbacks then
use baleen like a sieve to trap food
while removing the salt water.
Humpback whales employ several
feeding techniques to obtain these
mouthfuls; most spectacularly,
bubble-netting, where one to several
animals may create a circular wall of
bubbles to concentrate food before
lunging through it.

“***++ The Bubble-Blower
One whale exhales air in
a spiral to create a net of
bubbles that corrals the
fish and prevents them
from escaping.

.- The Herders
" To herd the fish, other .
whales circle around the H
school. They may use -

_ : The Group Lunge

theiwhlte under3|de of When the fish are tightly
Ehe|r pec’EoraI flippers as clustered near the surface,
flashers” to scare and the call stops and the whales
concentrate the fish.

lunge in unison with their
mouths agape, breaking
the surface forcefully and
engulfing the fish.

..- The Caller
Another whale emits a repetitive,
loud call that scares the fish
towards the surface and likely
coordinates the other whales.

Left: lllustration by Leya Tess

demonstrating bubble-net feeding
from below the surface
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This catalogue includes whales primarily observed in Chatham Sound,
Work Channel and Dixon Entrance East. Based on data collected from
our citizen science project, the Ocean Wise Sightings Network (formerly
B.C. Cetacean Sightings Network, wildwhales.org), humpback whales are
the most commonly reported cetacean in this region. They are observed
year-round in both winter and summer months. As of September 2023,
this catalogue includes 434 whales documented in this study area.

Right: lllustration of the North Coast Study Area of Chatham Sound, Hecate
Strait and Dixon Entrance East. Below: Photo by Kaitlyn Barnett
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WHALE SAFETY

For boater and whale safety, it is imperative that
vessels operate carefully around humpbacks.
Boaters have been severely injured by collisions
with humpback whales in British Columbia.
Boats should exercise caution in areas of known
or potential humpback activity.

Humpbacks can surface suddenly and without
warning. They often appear unaware of boat
presence and boaters should not assume
humpback whales know where the vessel is
located. Humpback whales are known to rest
at the surface, a behaviour known as logging,
making them hard to see. Boaters should be
on alert to humpback whale presence when
transiting through coastal waters.

SIGNS THAT WHALES
MAY BE NEARBY




If whale presence is detected or
if you are operating in an area
that is often used by humpbacks,
slow down. Boaters in Chatham
Sound should particularly pay
attention around the mouth of
Work Channel and through Edye
Pass in the summer time and the
entrance to the Prince Rupert
harbour and through Brown Pass
in the winter time. Both areas have
a high degree of seasonal overlap
between boats and whales.

If whales are bubble-net feeding,
give them additional space as
their surfacing can be abrupt and
powerful. The whales may be very
focused on feeding and oblivious
to vessels in their vicinity.

Left: Photo by Megan Baker

www.seeablowgoslow.org
www.bewhalewise.org

The federal Marine Mammal
Regulations require that vessels
keep a minimum of 100 metres
away from most whales, dolphins,
and porpoises, and keeping a
minimum of 200 metres away if
they are in resting position or with
their calf — it's the law. Consider
the whale's behaviour and size
when assessing your approach.

Please report any incidents

of disturbance, collision, or
entanglement in fishing gear
immediately to DFO’s Reporting
Line 1-800-465-4336 or Coast
Guard VHF 16. Never attempt to
remove any gear off an entangled
whale on your own. Specialized
disentanglement teams are
dispatched once reports are made.


http://www.seeablowgoslow.org
https://www.bewhalewise.org/regulations-guidelines/

Ocean Wise Sightings Network: ocean.org
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All humpback whale data collected by Ocean Wise Whale Initiative supports the Canadian
Pacific Humpback Collaboration (CPHC), which focuses on cataloging Humpback Whales
on the coast of British Columbia. The centralized database aids in understanding the
whales’' behavior, habitat use, population size, and the impact of threats such as vessel
strikes and entanglement. This work contributes to population level assessments, such
as those by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC).
To learn more visit www.bchumpbacks.com.

You can contribute to our
understanding and conservation
of humpback whales in Chatham
Sound and surrounding areas.
Report your sightings of humpback
whales directly to the Ocean
Wise Sightings Network via the
WhaleReport App (for iPhone and
Android) or online at ocean.org.

You can also contribute photos of humpback flukes

in this region to northcoast@ocean.org. Please

ensure you follow the marine mammal regulations
for boaters when photographing whales.



https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/whalereport/id982066469
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=ca.org.vanaqua.vawhalereport&hl=en&gl=US&pli=1
https://ocean.org/action/send-a-sighting-save-a-whale/
https://ocean.org/overfishing/whales/ocean-wise-sightings-network/
http://www.bchumpbacks.com
mailto:northcoast%40ocean.org.?subject=

To facilitate easier matching, this catalogue organizes individuals not

by numerical ID but by their overall appearance, beginning with those ID Category

exhibiting the darkest tail flukes and concluding with those with the Top-right tab indicates X = mostly black
lightest. A separate section is allocated for recent calves, recognizing approximate percentage 0-20% white
that their pigmentation may still undergo changes. of white on whale fluke.

. Y = intermediate
Photos are organized 20-80% white

by percentage white. )
Z = mostly white
Nickname Identified Sex 80-100% white

F: Female
M: Male

Alphanumeric Code Name

UKNC indicates whales
that did not have identifiers
assigned by DFO to date.

First Sighted FS:2001 BG: Hawaii AKA Photo: Geneniéve Bock-Caron
This is the year first

sighted in study area
(not year photo taken). Photo Credit

All photos were taken under
Breeding Ground Also Known As MML:18 by the Ocean Wise
North Coast Whales Initiative
unless otherwise noted.

Alternate ID code
if whale has one.
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FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii ) FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2020_10 Photo: Darla Farrington
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FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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FS 2003 BG: Hawaii N Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii
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Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2023 Bé México 7 Photo: Doug Davis

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2017



FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii

——

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii

— Y
-

FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

FS:2004 BG: Hawaii

—

Photo: Megan Baker




s i : ,m_

FS: 2005 BG: Hawaii 7 Photo: l\/lregah Bal;er
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FS: 2022 BG: Hawaii FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2021

BG: Mexico
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FS? 2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_11 Photo: Doug Davis

290

FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_01



——
--ﬁ.___ T,
FS: 2015 BCXUKNC2015_15 Photo: Trevor Ruelle FS: 2015 BG: Mexico
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FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii 7 BCXUKNC2017-19 Photo: Megaﬁ Baker
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FS:2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_21 FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2017_26 Photo: Doug Davis
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Photo: Doug Davié

4 10

-,

FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_15 Photo: Megan Baker FS: 2019 B;CXUKNCZOTQ_TS
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FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_24 Photo: Megan Baker

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii CXUKNC2019_29 Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_30 Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_32 Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2019 BCXUKNC2019_33 Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2021 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2021_09 Photo: Megan Baker
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e



FS: 2022

FS: 2022 FS: 2022 ' Photo: Darla Farrington
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FS: 2023 FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2023 FS: 2023 7 Photo: Callyn Holder
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X WHALES 0-20%

BCXUKNC2023_26 BCXUKNC2023_27

FS: 2023 FS:2023 7 B o Photo: Jane Wilson
BCX0228 (Slinky) BCX0246 (Bubbles)
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FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii FS: 2005 Photo: Megan Baker
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FS: 2014 - BCXUKNC2014_09 FS:2015 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2015_16 Photo: Trevor Ruelle
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FS: 2019 BG Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_12 Photo Megan Baker FS 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington
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Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_11 Photo: Megan Baker FS: 2018 BCYUKNC?2018_04 Photo: Doug Davis

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_36 Photo: Megan Baker FS: 2022

FS: 2021 BCXUKNC2021_02 FS: 2022
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Photo: Darla Farrington
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FS: 2001 B(’;: Hawaii BCYUKNC2020_07 FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCXUKNC2019_37
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FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2016

BCYUKNC2016_01
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FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii

Photo: Doug Davis
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FS 2015 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2015_05 FS: 2023 ' ’ ' " Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2016 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2016_03

FS: 2018 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2018_01 Photo: Megan Baker FS: 2019 BCYUKNCZO‘IQ_H Photo: D(Sug Davis
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FS: 2004 FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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Photo: Jamie Hahn
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FS: 2019 BCYUKN02019_704 Photo: Doug Davis

FS:2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017.20 Photo: Doug Davis

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_13 Photo: Doug Davis

FS: 2019
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BCYUKNC2019_10

BCYUKNC2019_08

Photo: Doug Davis
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Photo: Megan Baker Photo: Darla Farrington

FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis

FS: 2019 7 BCYUKNC2019_03 Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2017_.12 _ Photo: Doug Davis
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BCY1148 (Toothless)

FS: 2021 BCYUKNC2021_06
BCYUKNC2022_05

F: 2022
BCY0094 (Masquerade) M

FS: 2006 BG: Hawaii

BCY1166 (Gonzo)

FS: 2019
BCY0037 (Morph)

s s R

FS:2021 BG: Hawaii
BCY0172 (Horizon)

FS:2023 BG: Hawaii

Y WHALES 20-40%

BCYUKNC2019_01

- — 2 i}

BCYUKNC2021_01

Photo: Megan Baker

Photo: Scott Turton
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Fé: 2015 BCYUKNC2015_07 Photo: Trevor Ruelle
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FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_07 Photo: Doug Davis

Photo: Megan Baker

FS: 2019 BCYUKNC2019_05




FS: 2023

Photo: Jane Wilson
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FS: 2019 BG: Mexico BCYUKNC2019_12 Photo: Doug Davis ~ FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2019_09 * Photo: Doug Davis
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Photo: Darla Farrington
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| Y WHALES 40-60%

BCYUKNC2023_03 (Aphrodite) BCY0123 (Mako)
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FS: 2023 o ' ' FS:2023 BG: Hawaii
BCY0790 (Pan) BCY0981 (Vandal)

e
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FS: 2021 BG: Mexico 7 BCYUKNC2021_03

Photo: Doug Davis
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| Y WHALES 60-80%

BCY0347 (Bronco) BCY0650

FS: 2017 BG: Hawai  BCYUKNC2017.19 Photo: Doug Davis ~ FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Christie McMillan
BCY1056 (Blondie) BCY1156 (Frost

Y

FS: 2017 BCYUKNC2017_22 FS:2022 BG: Hawaii
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Photo: Doug Davis ~ FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii

FS: 2022 FS:2015 BG: Hawaii BCYUKNC2015_03 Photo: Doug Davis
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Y WHALES 60-80%

BCY0915 (TieDye) BCY0998 (Seven)

FS: 2021 BCYUKNC2

021_02 Photo: Doug Davis

BCY1114 (Angeles)
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FS: 2022 Photo: Megan Baker FS: 2022 7 _ ' I;hoto: Darla Farrington

BCY0883 (Mouse)
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BCY1103 (Anteater)
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BCZUKNC2017_05 Photo: Doug Davis
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| Y WHALES 60-80%

BCY1175 (Tao)

FS: 2019 BCZUKNC2019_03 Photo: Megan Baker
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FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2017 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2003 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis- FS:2018 BG: Hawaii
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FS: 2014 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2015 BG: Mexico

FS: 2022 Photo: Darla Farrington FS: 2023 Photo: Darren Davies
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FS:2001 BG: Hawail ' "~ Photo: Megan Baker  FS: 20071 Photo: Doug Davis
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FS: 2022 BG: Mexico Photo: Darla Farrington FS: 2016 BCZUKNC2016_01
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FS:2019 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2015 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2015_01 Photo: Doug Davis
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BCZ0445 (Bagheera) BCZ0454 (Scout)

FS:2020 BG: Hawaii FS: 2015 . BCZUKNCZ16_0
BCZ0491 (Albatross) BCZUKNC2023_01 (Shrimp)

FS: 2019 BG: Hawaii BCZUKNC2019_02 Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2023 Photo: Doug Davis

BCZ0136 (Spot) F BCZ0223 (Wally) M

FS: 2001 BG: Hawaii Photo: Doug Davis FS: 2004 BG: Hawaii Photo: Megan Baker

e




OCEAN WISE | HUMPBACKS OF THE NORTH COAST Z WHALES 80-100%

BCZ0225 (Spinelli)

FS: 20017 BG: Hawaii FS: 2023 BG: Hawaii
BCZ0296 (Equals) BCZ0333 (Gandalf)

FS:2014 BG: Hawaii Photo: Dog Da’vig
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